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Monsoon this year to
be normal, withdrawal

likely after Sept 15:1MD - ysyrpation: Sunni board to SC

ANJALIMARAR
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 11

THE MONSOON season for the
country will end on a positive
note and be normal, with the
withdrawal most likely to occur
between September 15 and
September 20.

According to officials of India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the rainfall during the on-
going month will be normal like
August and July months, taking
the season’s total rainfall to
normal.

“This month too, we are ex-
pecting to record above normal
rainfall over the country. The
monsoon this year will end up
being normal,” said D Sivanand
Pai, head, Climate Research and
Services (CRS) at IMD, Pune.

As far as September rainfall
is concerned, all regions except
north-east and north-west have
recorded normal rainfall till
September 11.

The rainfall departures in
each of the homogenous regions
on the day were Central India
(+21.2 per cent), South Peninsula
(+9.7 per cent), East and North

East ( -19.5 per cent) and North
West (-8.5 per cent). As on
Wednesday, the All India rain-
fall stood 2.8 per cent above
normal.

The weakening of El Nino
during early July and the consis-
tent shifting of the monsoon
trough between south and cen-
tral India regions hugely bene-
fited the overall rainfall this sea-
son. The rainfall distribution was
fairly spatially even over most
parts. In fact, this season saw
many events of flooding in
states like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,

Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Kerala.

However, the northeast re-
gion will end up remaining rain-
fall deficit, with meteorologists
stating that most rain bearing
systems formed in the Bay of
Bengal traversed along Central
India further either to the
north or west.

As a result, the east and
northeast regions that are oth-
erwise wet areas during these
four months were deprived of
even normal rain in many areas.

Placing idols in mosque illegal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 11

THE SUNNI Wakf Board on
Wednesday told the Supreme
Court that the alleged placing of
idols of Hindu deities in the Babri
Masjid in December 1949 was an
“illegal usurpation” and sought
to know whether it can create
any right in favour of Hindus.

“December22(1949)wasan
illegal usurpation and using that
December 22 to January 5, 1950
(when Babri Masjid was attached
by the city magistrate), can your
Lordships say it creates a right,”
senior advocate Rajeev Dhavan,
appearing for the Board and one
of the appellants, M Siddiq, told
a five-judge Constitution Bench
headed by Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi.

The bench, also comprising
Justices S A Bobde, D Y
Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan
and S A Nazeer, is hearing appeals
against the September 30, 2010
verdict of the Allahabad High
Court for a three-way division of
the disputed 2.77-acre site.

Dhavan, who had accepted

Not against interfaith marriages
but duty to protect woman: SC

Father says marriage by ‘fraud’; court seeks bona fides

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 11

STATING THAT the court is “not
against interfaith or inter-caste
marriages”, the Supreme Court
on Wednesday asked the “hus-
band” of a Chhattisgarh woman,
whose parents alleged that she
was “fraudulently” lured into an
interfaith marriage, to file an af-
fidavit stating his bona fides,
even as it advised him to be “a
greatlover and a loyal husband”.

Bench of Justices Arun Mishra
and M R Shah also said that the
court is only trying to secure her
future in view of contradictions
highlighted by the petitioner,and
also because there have been
cases where a woman has been
abandoned after some time.

The remarks came while the
bench was hearing a plea filed by
the woman'’s father through ad-
vocate Kausthubh Shukla.

The father in his petition
stated that the woman, his elder
daughter, was under medication
formental healthissues and had
in the past expressed desire to be
with her parents.

Last year, Shukla said, her
husband moved the Supreme
Court against a Chhattisgarh

CBI arrests
Talwar aide
in fund
misuse case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 11

THE CBI on Wednesday arrested
a close aide of corporate lobbyist
Deepak Talwar in connection with
a case of alleged misuse of funds
by his NGO Advantage India.

Talwar is also facing a probe
by the CBI and Enforcement
Directorate for allegedly influ-
encing dubious deals between
Air India and foreign aircraft
manufacturers leading to mas-
sive losses to the exchequer.

The agency has arrested
Yasmin Kapoor who allegedly
handled day-to-day operations
of companies linked to Talwar,
sources said. The CBI suspects
that Kapoor played an active role
in diverting funds received by
Advantage India. Sources said
Kapoor will be produced in a
special CBI court on Thursday.

The case relates to allegations
of misutilisation of foreign con-
tribution, which were received
under the CSR scheme for carry-
ing out educational and social
activities in India.

“The funds were allegedly re-
ceived mainly from a foreign-
based company to the tune of Rs
90.72 crore in the bank accounts
of a Delhi-based private
firm/NGO registered under the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act, 2010 for carry-
ing out social welfare activities
in the field of education,” a CBI
spokesperson had said after reg-
istration of FIR in
November 2017.

High Court order refusing to
recognise their marriage. The
court had then spoken with the
woman, who said she wanted to
be with her parents, Shukla said.

Appearing for the father, sen-
ior advocate Mukul Rohatgi said
she was with her parents when,
inMarch this year, 70 to 80 police
personnel barged into their home
and took her away. When the par-
ents complained, they were told
that the police had acted on the
complaint of her husband, a
Muslim, Rohatgi submitted.

He had converted to
Hinduism at an Arya Samaj tem-
ple before the wedding and as-
sumed a Hindu name, but the
marriage certificate bore his
Muslim name, Rohtagi said. “It
shows he does not have a fair
mind,” the senior advocate
submitted.

Taking note, the bench asked
senior advocate Rakesh Dwivedi,
appearing for the husband, why
it was so.

Dwivedi said he had instruc-
tions to say that the certificate
produced in court was not the
real one and asked what its rele-
vance was in the present matter.
He referred to the Hadiya case,
in which a Muslim man from
Kerala had approached the court

alleging that his wife, who was
Hindu before marriage, was ille-
gally detained by her parents.

In that case, Dwivedi said, a
three-judge bench of the top
court had upheld the right of a
person to choose a partner of his
or her choice.

To this, the court said, “..We
are not averse to even living-to-
gether relations but we have to
be concerned about her.... We
have a duty to protect her.”

As senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, representing
the woman, said there is “no
need to portray women as vul-
nerable and in need of protection
from someone”, the court did
not relent and said it was only
trying to secure her future in
view of contradictions high-
lighted by the petitioner.

Justice Mishra said, “We are
not against interfaith or inter-
caste marriages... But whatif the
husband leaves the girl after
some time? We just want to
know his bona fides. We have a
duty. (The) restis her destiny.”

Turning to Dwivedi, Justice
Mishra remarked, “Be a loyal
husband.”

Justice Shah added, “Not just
a great husband — be a great
lover and a loyal husband.”

Cong on Nirmala:
Ola-Uber remark
shows immaturity

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 11

THE CONGRESS on Wednesday
took on Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman for her re-
marks that young people’s
propensity to prefer radio taxis
over buying cars is among the
reasons that has contributed to
the slowdown in the automobile
sector, saying that she blames
everyone except the ruling BJP
for the handling of the economy.

Senior Congress leader
Abhishek Singhvi said: “This re-
markable, unbelievable state-
ment by the Finance Minister of
India reflects the inefficiency,
immaturity and inexperience —
- the three I's, as Shri (Prime
Minister Narendra) Modi would
say of the BJPin governance. The
gross overstatement made by
the Finance Minister is a grave
joke on the economy, on the
country. Why? Because the dip
in GDPis the real new normal for
this government.”

He said the “logic of the
Finance Minister on economic
slowdown, if applied to 10 ques-
tionsin 10 sectors, 10 issues, will
make it comical, though of
course itis tragic for the nation.”

Sitharaman had on Tuesday
said: “The automobile and com-
ponents industry has been af-
fected by BS-VI (Bharat Stage VI)
[norms] and the mindsets of mil-
lennial, who now prefer to have
Ola and Uber rather than com-
mitting to buying an automobile.”

Epaper..neiss. com

Nirmala Sitharaman and
Abhishek Singhvi

Singhvi on Wednesday asked
whether, in similar vein, landlords
and the millennial generation,
who by similar logic would rent
homes than buying them, are re-
sponsible for the downturnin the
real estate sector, and whether
the money “overspent by spend-
thrift overspending homemakers
leading to an imbalance in the
economy’s balancesheet”.

Singhvi said the slowdownin
GDP growth is “not our fault, is
not the Finance Ministry’s fault,
not the Prime Minister’s, govern-
ment’s fault...it is because re-
searchers who keep recalculat-
ing these figures, whetherin the
Budget or in the Economic
Survey, keep changing method-
ologies and keep confusing us”.

The Congress party took a
jibe at the government in on
Twitter, stating, “Despite their
promise of protecting wealth
creators, the government’s dis-
astrous policies have wiped
away Rs 12.5 lakh crore of in-
vestor wealth in the last 100
days. Unlike the FM’s excuses,
these are the real reasons for it:
Demonetisation, GST, Tax
Terrorism.”

AYODHYA
HEARING

that idols of Hindu deities were
being worshiped in Ram
Chabutara on the outer courtyard
of the disputed site and that the
Nirmohi Akhara had shebait
rights, said this did not give them
any ownership rights.

The Akhara, which was
granted one-third of the disputed
land by the Allahabad HC, has
said that the birthplace of Ram,
“now commonly known as
‘lanmabhoomi’, belongs and has
always belonged” to it.

The term ‘belonging to’, as per
the Akhara, extended limitation
period to file lawsuit, Dhavan told
the bench. “The answer is that it
(land) does not belong to them
and ‘Akhara’ is not the owner of
the property either under the
English law on trusteeship orasa

‘shebait’,” he submitted.

Asshebait under Hindu law is
entrusted with the task of main-
taining and preserving an idol
and its property.

The hearing, which started
only after lunch, saw Dhavan try-
ing to explain the concepts of
continuing wrong and posses-
sion under civil law.

The arguments remained in-
conclusive and will resume on
Thursday.

SC to hear plea for live
streaming on Sept 16

The court also said that on
September 16 it will take up a
plea by social activist K N
Govindacharya seeking live-
streaming or recording of the on-
going hearing in the case.

Govindacharya, in his plea
filed through lawyer Virag Gupta,
has urged the court to at least
make provision for audio-record-
ing of the proceedings if live-
streaming it is not possible. The
plea stated, “The common pub-
lic, whichis devotee of Lord Ram,
is interested in knowing how an
individual can represent Lord

Ram before the Supreme Court....
There are crores of persons, in-
cluding the petitioner, who want
towitness the proceedings in the
matter but cannot do the same
due to the present norms in
Supreme Court. There are also
others who wish to intervene
and attend the proceedings but
cannot do the same due to orders
of this Court in the matter.”

Govindacharya recalled that
the Supreme Court had in its
September 2018 judgment in the
Centre for Accountability and
Systemic Change vs Secretary
General case ruled in favour of
live-streaming inimportant con-
stitutional matters. But thatis yet
to be implemented, he stated.

The Supreme Court, he
pointed out, had said in the judg-
ment that “sunlight is the best
disinfectant. Live-streamingas an
extension of the principle of open
courts will ensure that the inter-
face between a court hearing
with virtual reality will result in
the dissemination of information
in the widest possible sense, im-
parting transparency and ac-
countability to the judicial
process.”

Vokkaliga community members at arally in Bengaluru on Wednesday. P11

Rally against ‘injustice to
Vokkaligas’ in Bengaluru

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 11

THE INCARCERATION since
September 3 of senior Congress
leader D K Shivakumar in a
money-laundering case by the
ED assumed caste contours on
Wednesday with the dominant
Vokkaliga community, to which
the former minister belongs, tak-
ing out a large rally and protest-
ing against alleged injustice to
community members.

More than 20,000 people
from the Vokkaliga community,
including prominent leaders
from the Congress and JDS, par-
ticipated in the rally held under
heavy security in Bengaluru to
protest alleged selective target-
ting of community members
like Shivakumar, Cafe Coffee Day
founder V G Siddhartha and for-
mer JDS chief minister H D
Kumaraswamy by the ruling BJP
using investigative agencies.

The rally, under the banner of
World Vokkaliga Maha Vedike,
brought traffic in a major part of
Bengaluru toa halteven as com-
munity leaders warned of ad-
verse reaction if community
members are targetted unjustly.

“Nearly 25,000 participated
in the protest rally conducted by
Vokkaliga groups, there were no
untoward incidents,” the
Bengaluru police commission-
erate said.

After the protest, L R

Shivarame Gowda, a former JDS
MP; M V Rajeev Gowda, a
Congress MP, Narayana Gowda of
the pro-Kannada group
Karnataka Rakshana Vedike; JDS
MLC Narayanaswamy and
Congress member HS Manjunath
met Governor Vajubhai Vala and
presented a memorandum op-
posing the targetting of commu-
nity members by agencies.

“In the present political situ-
ation in the state and the coun-
try, people’s representatives, po-
litical leaders and entrepreneurs
from the Vokkaliga community
are being targetted by the gov-
ernment using its agencies like
the I-T department, ED and CBI
for political vendetta and this
goes against the democratic
setup of the country,” president
of World Vokkaliga Maha Vedike
Y D Ravishankar said.

Earlier, prominent Congress
leaders including state president
Dinesh Gundu Rao participated
in the Vokkaliga community sol-
idarity meeting in Bengaluru.
Raoalso accused the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre of using the
I-T department and ED to selec-
tively target political leaders.

The Vokkaligas in southern
Karnataka are arch political ri-
vals of the Lingayats of north
Karnataka — another dominant
community —who are primarily
allied with the BJP, with commu-
nity leader B S Yediyurappa be-
ing CM at present.

Though prominent JDS

Vokkaliga leaders like former
prime minister HD Deve Gowda
and former CM H D
Kumaraswamy were not present
at the rally, there were indications
of broad-based support from the
JDS for the Vokkaliga rally.

“My party workers partici-
pated in the protest. I had a pre-
scheduled engagement, other-
wise I would have participated in
the protests,” Kumaraswamy said
inhis Channapatna constituency.

“Investigating agencies of the
Centre or state should not be a
puppet of the government.
Shivakumar is being arrested and
his family is tormented out of po-
litical vengeance,” DS spokesper-
son Ramesh Babu said while voic-
ing support for the rally.

BJP ministers from the
Vokkaliga community opposed
the protests. “The ED arrested
Shivakumar to probe a case of
money-laundering. Congress giv-
ing the arresta caste colour is high
drama. BJP and Centre have no
role in this. Investigating agencies
are doing their job,” Vokkaliga
community leader and BJP
Revenue Minister R Ashoka said.

“The corrupt must be
brought to the streets and no one
should come to the streets in
support of the corrupt,” BJP
Tourism Minister and Vokkaliga
community member C T Ravi
said. “It looks like somebody
wants to take undue advantage,”
Union minister D V Sadananda
Gowda said.

In Andhra, rights

eroup leader, others

booked for meet on
Article 370, J&K

FIR by BJP leader accuses participants
of trying to incite communal hatred

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER 11

SEVERAL PEOPLE have been
booked in Kavali town of Andhra
Pradesh’s Nellore district on a
complaint of alleged attempt to
disturb public peace and inciting
feelings of hatred after they held
ameeting to discuss the Centre’s
move to scrap special status to
Jammu and Kashmir under
Article 370 and the situation in
the Valley in its aftermath.

The organisers denied there
was any attempt to disturb peace
and accused BJP leaders of filing
police complaints to “stifle op-
posing voices”.

The FIR names V S Krishna,
coordination committee mem-
ber of Human Rights Forum,
Andhra Pradesh; K Bhaskar,
president of Progressive
Democratic Students Union;
Mohammed Afzal, a religious
leader; and others for organising
the meeting on September 8.

BJP president of Kavali town
Bellamkonda Malyadri lodged
the police complaint on Tuesday.

The organisers were booked
under IPC Sections 504 (inten-
tional insult with intent to pro-
voke breach of peace), 505 (intent
to incite any class or community
of persons to commit any offence
against any other class or com-
munity), 153(A) [promoting or at-
tempts to promote disharmony
or feelings of enmity on grounds
of religion, race, place of birth, res-
idence, language, caste, commu-
nity, etc) read with 34 (acts by
several people in furtherance of
common intention).

An official at Kavali Police
Station said, “We received a

complaint stating that the
speakers said things which incite
feelings of hatred between com-
munities. We have procured
videos of the speeches and will
investigate the matter.”

Last week, the police had de-
clined permission to Human
Rights Forum to hold a meeting
on Article 370 in Adoni and
Kurnool, in Kurnool district, stat-
ing that it may disturb peace.

V S Krishna of the rights out-
fit said, “This was our ninth
meeting in AP. We just discuss
abrogation of (special status to
J&Kunder) Article 370 and its ef-
fects on Kashmiri people. We
don’t disturb peace or create a
law and order situation.”

Accusing the Narendra Modi
government of committing a
“Constitutional outrage” in J&K,
he said, “The communications
blockade has further alienated
Kashmiris. Any discussion on
Kashmir unfortunately never in-
volves Kashmiris...it (Kashmir) is
just referred to as if it is a piece
of real estate.”

Hesaid, “Every day the Centre
says things are normal in
Kashmir. So why is there still a
lockdown? If it is being done for
the good of Kashmiris why is their
voice not heard anywhere? Why
is the opinion of Kashmiris sup-
pressed by this lockdown? In a
democracy all these things need
to be discussed. We cannot just
go by the narrative of the govern-
ment that everythingis fine when
no one is allowed to go there to
find out what is happening.”

He also said, “BJP leaders all
over are opposed to any discus-
sion on Article 370 and are sti-
fling opposing voice by filing
these police complaints.”

Nitish is captain
of NDA in Bihar,
says Sushil Modi

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,SEPTEMBERTI1

AMID THE sparring between
some JD(U) and BJP leaders over
continuance of Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s leader-
ship, and the Opposition R]D’s
posers to the BJP on the issue,
Deputy CM and senior BJP leader
Sushil Kumar Modi has backed
“captain” Nitish.

“Nitish is the captain of the
NDA in Bihar and will remain its
Captain in the 2020 Assembly
elections. When the captain is
hitting fours and sixes and de-
feating rivals by innings, where
is the question of any change?”
Sushil Modi said on Wednesday.

His remarks came two days
after BJP MLC and former Union
minister Sanjay Paswan advised
Nitish to “move to the Centre and
leave Bihar to the BJP and sec-
ond-rung JD(U) leadership”.
Paswan also expressed displeas-
ure at the JD(U) not supporting
the BJP on the NRC.

Senior BJP leader and former
Union minister C P Thakur had
supported Paswan, saying that
“now the BJP should be given a
chance torule the NDA coalition”.

Sushil Modi’s defence of
Nitish’s leadership — the second
time in two months — comes
even as the war of words be-
tween leaders of the alliance
partners has begun to intensify.
Sources said the state BJP had al-
ways been divided, with one
camp supporting Nitish’s lead-
ership for 2020 and another for
the BJP leading the NDA.

R]D vice-president
Shivanand Tewary, who had re-
cently said that his party can ac-
cept Nitish as Grand Alliance

EXPLAINED

Damage
control amid
political
posturing

AS THE seniormost BJP
leader and Deputy CM of
Bihar, Sushil Kumar Modi
has been trying to do
damage control by de-
fending Nitish Kumar.
Sushil Modi has always
stood for him, even invit-
ing the ire of the BJP top
leadership by calling
Nitish “PM material” in
2012. Ahead of Assembly
elections, it is now time
for early posturing by
both alliance partners.
While the BJP feels it is
time to assert itself, after
the NDA won 39 of 40 Lok
Sabha seats in Bihar, the
JD(U)is banking on Nitish.

leader if he quits the NDA, said:
“If some senior BJP leaders have
started questioning Nitish’s lead-
ership, one can guess whereitis
coming from. The BJP-]D (U) re-
lationship could be further
strained as the BJP has now
started to prevail over Nitish,
who had to play second fiddle to
PM Narendra Modi in the Lok
Sabha polls.”

HC junks PIL seeking OTP for transaction on foreign sites

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 11

THE DELHI High Court on
Wednesday dismissed a PIL seek-
ing to implement one-time pass-
words (OTPs) for making pay-
ments through debit or credit
cards on international websites,
observing thatitemsare (in certain
instances) sold in India also with-
out such validation.

OTP is a randomly generated

number and sent toregistered cell-
phone numbers and email ad-
dresses for validation of transac-
tions online.

Abenchheaded by Chief Justice
D N Patel observed that the peti-
tioner;advocate Amit Sahni, did not
show anything to the effect that
OTP is mandatory for online pur-
chases made in India. “It appears
that OTP is not always required
within India. It all depends on the
facts and circumstances of the
case,” the bench said.

Moreover, the court said, mak-
ing a purchase on international
website is “not (a) must”, and
added that several warnings and
information are displayed on the
websites during such transactions.
The court observed that such diffi-
culties will arise only if “confused”
people who are “not sure whether
to purchase or not” are making
these transactions, as the websites
clearly mention addresses and re-
flects the amount to be debited.

Observingthat thisis “mere ap-

prehension of being cheated”, the
benchsaid it does not warrantany
specific direction. “Hence the writ
petitionis dismissed.”

The PIL by Sahni had sought
the court’s direction to the Reserve
Bank of India and the Finance
Ministry to use OTP or any other
layer of security to put account-
holders to notice before they
make online payments on inter-
national websites. He also prayed
that the authorities should ask
banks to not release any amount

using debit or credit cards that al-
low deduction without entering
aPIN or password.

The bench, in the presence of
Central government’s senior
panel counsel Nagender Benipal,
said that making payments onin-
ternational websites is a “volun-
tarily” act. “...You want to use their
(international) websites but don’t
want toabide by their conditions.
Why go for foreign products when
Indian (products) are available
easily in the market.”
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NATH NEPHEW'S
ED CUSTODY
EXTENDED

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on
Wednesday extended by five
days the ED custody of Ratul Puri,
nephew of Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Kamal Nath, ina money
laundering case related to
AgustaWestland chopper scam.
Special judge Arvind Kumar
allowed the Enforcement Direct-
orate to quiz Puri for five more
days. He was arrested by ED on
September 4 and his custody was
ending Wednesday.
The case was
lodged following
alleged irregular-
ities in purchase
of 12 VVIP chop-
pers from Italy- |
based Finmeccanica's 4

British subsidiary,
S

AgustaWestland.

YASIN MALIK
COULDN'T BE
PRODUCED

JAMMU: Militant-turned-
separatist leader of the
banned Jammu Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF),
Yasin Malik could not be
produced before a TADA
court here on Wednesday.
The court on September 7
had issued non-bailable
warrants against Malik
and others allegedly
involved the killing of
four Indian Air Force (IAF)
personnel in Kashmir way
back in1990 when the
armed insurgency had
broken out.

HC JUDGE TO HEAD
PANEL ON ANDHRA
GOVT TENDERS

AMARAVATI: Justice B Siva
Sankara Rao of the Andhra
Pradesh high court was Wednes-
day appointed by the state
government as the head of the
State Judicial Commission to
scrutinise public tenders for all
infrastructure works of 3100 crore
or more before awarding con-
tracts. The judges recommenda-
tions would be binding on the
government, according to the
legislation enacted in the Legisla-
ture during the Budget session on
July 26.

haradoesn’town
disputed site, SC told

AYODHYA CASE Constitution bench was hearing the case on 21st day

Press Trust of India
= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The disputed Ram
Janmbhoomi-Babrimasjidland
at Ayodhya “never belonged” to
Nirmohi Akharaeitherunderthe
law on trusteeship or due to its
right as ‘shebait’ (devotee) of
deity Ram Lalla, Muslim bodies
told Supreme Court Wednesday.

A five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi, which heard the
land disputecaseonthe2lstday,
wastold by senior lawyer Rajeev
Dhavan, counsel for Muslim par-
ties, that Akhara cannot over-
comethelegal hurdlethatits 1959
lawsuittoreclaimalleged posses-
sionoverthesite was time-barred
under the limitation law.

Akhara, which was granted
one-third ofthe disputed 2.77acre
land by the Allahabad high court,
hassaid, “The ‘Janmsthan’ now
commonly known as ‘Janma-
bhoomi’belongsand hasalways
belongedtoit.” Theterm ‘belong-
ingto’,asper ‘Nirmohi Akhara’,
extended limitation period tofile
lawsuit, Dhavan told the bench
also comprising justices SA
Bobde, DY Chandrachud, Ashok
Bhushan and S A Nazeer.

“The answer is that it (land)
does not belong to them and
‘Akhara’ is not the owner of the

NEWDELHI: The Supreme
Court said Wednesday that
it would hear next Monday
the plea of former RSS ideo-
logue KN Govindacharya
seekinglive telecast or
recording of the hearingin
the Ram Janmbhoomi-Ba-
brimasjid land dispute
case. A five-judge Constitu-
tion bench, headed by Chief

SC TO HEAR LIVE TELECAST PLEA

Justice Ranjan Gogoi, was
told by senior advocate
Vikas Singh, the counsel for
Govindcharya, that the plea
needed tobe heard.

“We will hear this on Sep-
tember 16,” said the bench,
which also comprised Justi-
ces S ABobde, DY Chan-
drachud, Ashok Bhushan
and S Abdul Nazeer. PTI

property either under the
Englishlawon trusteeshiporasa
‘shebait’,” said the seniorlawyer,
appearingfor Sunni WaqgfBoard
and othersincludingoriginalliti-
gant M Siddig. Muslim bodies
said Akhara filed the lawsuit in
1959, almost nine years after the
disputed site was attached by a
court-appointed receiver on Jan-
uary 5, 1950 following alleged
placingofidols under the central
dome ofthebuildingby some mis-
creant on December 22-23, 1949.

Thelawsuitshould have been
filed within three years of the
alleged cause of action which
arose in 1950 and hence, the 1959
lawsuit of ‘Akhara’ was time-
barred, they said.

Dhavan opposed the submis-
sionsof ‘Akhara’thatitslawsuit

MUZAFFARPUR ASSAULT CASE

Decision on reuniting victims today

HT Correspondent

= |etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
willon Thursday pass orders on
the issue of reuniting victims of
Bihar’s Muzaffarpur shelter
home with their families.

Asmanyas44minor girlshad
been sexually abused at the shel-
terhomeover aperiod of timeand
the issue first came to light fol-
lowinganaudit by TataInstitute
of Social Sciences (TISS) reportin
Maylastyear.

Taking cognisance ofareport
filed by TISS, a Supreme Court
bench had asked the Child Wel-
fare Committee (CWC) and the
Bihar government to file their
response by Thursday. The top
courthadinJuly directed TISS to
preparearehabilitation plan for
the victims. TISS was told to
interact with the families of the
victims and ascertain whether
they can be reunited. The field
work would be carried out under
TISS’sproject called “Koshish”.

The permission was granted to

wasnottime-barred asthecause
ofactions, such astakingover of
the possession by the receiver
andthedenial of right to worship,
were of thenature of “continuous
wrong”. “Let us not interpret
continuing wrongand possession
insuchamannerthattheyleadto
concomitant rights (naturally
associated) rights (in favour of
Akhara),” Dhavan urged.

“What was the continuous
wrong which magistrate (who
ordered attachment of the site)
committed. There wasnoobliga-
tion on the Magistrate to do cer-
tain things. Magistrate was fol-
lowing the law. You cannot say
that you give it to me,” Dhavan
said. The high court judgement
has said that one cannot sue the
magistrate, he said.

TISS after the state informed the
courtthatthe victims, at present
lodged in different child-care
institutions, have started show-
ing aggressive behaviour, with
someindulgingininflicting self-
harm. The SC order came on
Bihar’s application requesting
the court’s permission to hand
overthe custody of44 children to
their families. The Central
Bureau of Investigation has
arrested 21 suspects, including
the kingpin Brajesh Thakur, in
connection with the case.

= Gautam Khaitan

\WIP chopper case:
Top court attacks
Khaitan's lawyer for
delaying response

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Supreme Courton
Wednesday criticised the advo-
cate for Gautam Khaitan, an
accused in the AgustaWestland
case, for seeking time to file a
response to the government’s
petition on theapplicability ofthe
black money law with retrospec-
tiveeffect.

Taking exception to the
demand to adjourn the case, a
bench headed by Justice Arun
Mishra said: “You are trying to
avoid the bench. This conduct is
deprecating.” “Justice can’t be
purchased like this. Looks like
youwanttoavoid thisbench. We
are averse to such a practice. It
won’twork in this court”, Justice
Mishraadded.

Khaitan’s lawyer P V Kapur
said heneeded “four weeks time
tofile aresponse to the Centre’s
petition challenging the Delhi
high courtorder” which held that
the Black Money law cannot be
applied retrospectively.

Justice Mishra was not con-
vinced with the argument. “You
people are lawyers and you are
supposed to protect thelaw. The
matterisscheduled forfinal hear-
ingnext week on Wednesday.”

Khaitan is an accused in the
AgustaWestland VVIP chopper
deal case and he was booked
undertheBlack Money Actby the
income tax department and
Enforcement Directorate. The
casepertainstoallegedirregular-
ities in the purchase of 12 VVIP
choppers from Italy-based Fin-
meccanica’s British subsidiary,
AgustaWestland. The deal X3,600-
crore AgustaWestland was
scrapped in 2014 over alleged
breach of contractual obligations
and charges of payment of kick-
backsfor securingthe deal.

against judicial custody

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Former Union minister
and senior Congressleader P Chi-
dambaram on Wednesday chal-
lengedin the Delhi high courtan
order byatrial courtremanding
him to 14 days’ judicial custody,
and sought regular bail in con-
nection with the INX Media case.

The plea, filed through advo-
cates Arshdeep Singh and Akshat
Gupta, said that the order of the
trial court was “contrary to the
settled law relating to judicial
remand of anaccused”. Itsaid the
“judge has not appreciated that
the liberty of an individual is
involved”. The former homemin-
ister was sent to Tiharjail on Sep-
tember5after the Central Bureau
of Investigation moved an appli-
cation saying that he be sent to
judicial custody because he could
tamper with evidence.

TheINX Media caserelates to
allegedirregularitiesin the For-
eign Investment Promotion
Board (FIPB) clearance given to

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Supreme
Courton Wednesday asked a
Muslim man tofile an affida-
vitto prove hisbonafidesifhe
wanted tolive with his Hindu
wife, after the woman’s par-
entsalleged that she was
luredintothe marriage.

The court stressed that its
concernwasthe woman’s
safety, not herreligion. “We
are only concerned only
abouther [the woman’s]
future. We are notagainst
inter-religious or inter-caste
marriage,” justice Arun
Mishrasaid. “Wehavea duty;
restisyourdestiny,” he
added, beforeremarking, “Be
aloyalhusband.” Atthis, jus-
tice MR Shah, the other mem-
ber of the bench added, “Not

notbeen supported by any mate-
rial and were based on mere
apprehensions and presump-
tions ofthe Investigatingagency
without any basis in law and
facts. While challenging the trial

- — court order, Chidambaram also
‘ applied forregularbail, contend-
—== ing that he had been neither
% J named in the first information
report (FIR) nor was he an
= P Chidambaram accusedin the case.

thebroadcasterforreceivingfor-
eigninvestmenttothetuneofRs
305 crore in 2007, when Chidam-
baram was finance minister. CBI
registered an FIR on May 15,2017.

Chidambaram’s pleasaid that
it was a “clear case of political
vendetta” wherein a decision
taken by members of the FIPB
Unitand the FIPB Board (consist-
ing of six secretaries of the gov-
ernment of India) had only been
approved by him in his capacity
asthenfinanceminister.

It also said that the grounds
cited by the CBI in seeking judi-
cial custody of Chidambaram had

Woman’s safety sole concern, not
against interfaith marriages: SC

Be a loyal hushand...

Not just a great terto live with her husband if
she wanted to. Thisis the sec-
hUSband' Be a great ondround oflitigation

lover and loyal husband.

SCBENCH
|

justagreathusband.Bea
greatlover andloyal hus-
band.” The court alsoagreed
tohearthe woman, whofiled
anintervention application
because her parents did not
makeherapartyinthe case.
The couple, from Chhattis-
garh, were marriedin 2018
after theman converted to
Hinduism to be accepted by
the woman’s family, accord-
ingtowoman’s parents. They
claimed thatthe manlater
reconverted toIslam, and
moved the top court against

“Thereisnoallegation against
the petitioner in the body of the
subject FIR. Further the allega-
tionsinthesubject FIR pertainto
the grant of an FIPB approval in
2007-2008, for which the subject
FIR came to be registered after a
period ofalmost 10 yearsbased on
alleged ‘oral source’ informa-
tion,” the pleasaid.

The plea also contended that
Chidambaram had fully cooper-
ated in the investigation and
joined the probe as and when he
hadbeen called by the investigat-
ing agency. The matters are
likely to be heard on Thursday
before justice Suresh Kait.

the Chhattisgarh high court’s
order allowing their daugh-

involving the couple and the
woman’s parents. Last year,
abenchled by the then Chief
Justice of India Dipak Misra,
said the woman should live
withher parents after she
expressed herinclination. A
petition was then filed by the
man onthe groundsthatthe
two were married.

The woman stayed with
her parents until the police
allegedly came to their house
andtook her away, according
toher parents. The case went
tothe high court which said
the woman expressed will-
ingnesstolive with her hus-
band. This was challenged by
theparentsinthetop court.

Y ICAR-INDIAN AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS RESEARCH INSTITUTE -,
* § (An ICAR’s autonomous body under Department of Agriculture |ﬁi
% Research and Education (DARE), =
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Govt. of India)
Library Avenue, Pusa, New Delhi-110012
Tel: 25841479, Fax: 25841564

Notice Inviting Tender
Director, ICAR-IASRI, New Delhi invites offline bids in single
sealed envelope in two bids system (Technical bid and financial bid)
Establishment of ICAR-DR Centre and Synchronization with ICAR-DC
with Tender ID:- 2019_ICAR_474663_1
For further details please visit: https://iasri.icar.gov.in/, https://www.
eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app and https://nahep.icar.gov.in/

Sd/-
ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

COLLEGE OF ART
20-22, TILAK MARG, NEW DELHI
F.No. 1(35)/2019/CA/Estt./2082 Dated: 09.09.2019

NOTICE

Applications are invited for walk in interview from eligible candidates
for engagement of Part Time Teaching faculty and supporting
staff on Part time basis in College of Art, 20-22, Tilak Marg, New
Delhi-01 for the year 2019-20. The detailed notice containing dates
for walk in interview for various Part time Teaching faculty and
supporting staff application form, instructions and guidelines are
available with immediate effect on the official website of College
of Art, Govt. of NCT of Delhi i.e. http://colart.delhigovt.nic.in. For
any query candidates can contact the Principal, College of Art,
20-22, Tilak Marg, New Delhi-01.

Sd/-

DIP/Shabdarth/0642/19-20 (OFFICIATING PRINCIPAL)

KRIBHCO invites application for pre-qualification of contractor for annual

KRIBHCO

KRISHAK BHARATI COOPERATIVE LIMITED

PRE QUALIFICATION OF VENDERS FOR ELECTRICAL &
MECHANICAL MAINTENANCE OF OFFICE BUILDING

maintenance of (a) firefighting & fire alarm system and water supply system (b)
Centralised HVAC system (c) electrical Substation and Electrical Works, installed
at KRIBHCO BHAWAN, NOIDA. Interested parties can download the application
form from public tender section of website www.kribhco.net A Separate
application form is required to be submitted for registration for each type of work.
The contractor must have permanent office set up in NCR region for being eligible
as registered contractor. The application document along with requisite
documents is to be submitted to M C Dimri, General Manager (Materials),
Kribhco Bhawan, A-10, Sector-1 Noida, Pin -201301 within 21 days of|
publication of this press advertisement. Existing Contractor must also apply
afresh application for registration. In case of any clarification Shri S.L. Meena,
Chief Manager (Project) may be contacted on phone no. 0120-2549329
anytime between 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM or through e-mail simeena@kribhco.net

PURCHASE SECTION )
ICAR-NATIONAL DAIRY RESEARCH INSTITUTE
KARNAL (HARYANA)-132001 i
Tel Ph: 0184-2259435

Email: saop@ndri.res.in
F.No. 3-NAHEP/Meena/LanguagelLab/18-19

Expression of Interest
EOI in invited to finalize the specification for the
Establishment of Language Lab at ICAR-NDRI, Karnal. All
the bidders are requested to visit the institute’s website
www.ndri.res.in for more details.

Dated: 11.09.2019

Sd/-
Admn. Officer
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Invitation for Bids

FSSAI, New Delhi invites sealed bids in two parts containing
Technical Bid & Financial Bid from reputed and experienced
CPWD registered Companies/Firms under composite category for
carrying out the work for Renovation and Creation of furnished
office  accommodation and Misc Works at PTH Building,
Andheri(E), Mumbai.

1. Detailed scope of work and services, terms and conditions
are given in the bidding documents which can be obtained
from the O/o Asstt Dir (GA), FSSAI on any working day
between 1000 Hrs to 1600 Hrs within two weeks of this
publication on payment of Rs. 500/- (Non refundable) either in
cash or by way of Bank Draft/Pay Order in favour of Sr.
Accounts Officer, FSSAI, payable at New Delhi.

2. Sealed bids should reach at 3rd Floor, FSSAI, FDA Bhawan,
Kotla Road, New Delhi - 110 002 on or before 20 Sept, 2019
latest by 1300 Hrs along with earnest money deposit of
Rs.18,00,000/- (refundable) by way of Bank Draft/Pay
Order/FDR in favour of Sr. Accounts Officer, FSSAI, payable
at New Delhi.

3. FSSAI reserves the right to accept or reject any bid without
assigning any reason.

davp 17163/11/0008/1920 Asstt Dir (GA)

No. A.12022/45/2014-E.IV
Government of India
Ministry of Commerce & Industry
Department of Commerce
Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi

Appointment for the post of CMD, ECGC Ltd., Mumbai

Commerce in the pay scale of Rs. 67000-79000/- (HAG) (Pre-

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

|\Q|aa Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida-201301 (U.P.)

Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

NOIDA SPORTS TRUST 11.09.2019
Request for Proposal (RFP) to
Engage coaches/Sports Academies for various
disciplines at Noida Stadium Sports Complex
New Okhla Industrial Development Authority (NOIDA) invites RFP
to engage coaches/sports academies for the following disciplines
in Noida Stadium Sports complex, Sector 21A, Noida:
+ Karate (Job Number-16/Sports/2019-2020)
+ Boxing (Job Number-17/Sports/2019-2020)
¢ Art/Craft (Job Number-18/Sports/2019-2020)
+ Kabaddi (Job Number-19/Sports/2019-2020)
* Kushti(Job Number-20/Sports/2019-2020)
* Yoga (Job Number-21/Sports/2019-2020)
* Athletics/Fitness (Job Number-22/Sports/2019-2020)
Interested illegible bidders can submit the RFP along with the
mentioned documents. RFP can be downloaded from the website:
www.noidaauthorityonline.com. Last Date of Submission is
30/09/2019 (15:00 hrs.) Amendment/Modification in document, if
any, shall be uploaded only on website.
Email:sc.ishra@noidaauthorityonline.com

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA
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Government of Himachal Pradesh
Department of Tourism & Civil Aviation
E-Procurement Notice

CORRIGENDUM

at Town Square, Mall Road, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh. Including Operation & Maintenance
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It is proposed to fl up the post of Chaiman-cum-Managing | |75, ML e e St omins T ot e o 0 2 e g o SRR S e, 9% v, el - 411018
Director (CMD), ECGC Ltd., Mumbai under the Department of bids for “Design and Installation of Light, Sound and Multimedia Show having “WOW" effect fafee soevn i - femies. 11/10/2019 W1t 11.00 1. (IR SATCATE)

for Five Years”. Due to unavoidable circumstances the key dates are amended and may be read

revised)/Level-15 of the Pay Matrix (7th CPC). ECGC Ltd Tafere=t St (3135, 05 @)

as under:-
supports the Indian Export Industry by providing cost effective $-fifm ot . [ 3
. . . . Sr. Description Present Dates Revised Dates - IYASY Rl B -12/09/2019 26/09/2019
;l;‘s'vl:;a:gecail:d trade related service. Details are available at No. - — — o 26/05/2019 oo
www.ecgc.in. 1. | Date of Online Publication 20 June 2019; 1800 Hrs 20 June 2019; 1800 Hrs f : g :

The job description, eligibility criteria etc for the said post are 2.
available on the web site of the Department of Commerce
(http://commerce.nic.in) under vacancy section and Department
of Personnel & Training (http:/persmin.gov.in/dopt.asp) under
“vacancies in autonomous organisations”.

Document Download Start| 20 June 2019; 1830 Hrs 20 June 2019; 1830 Hrs
and End Date upto upto

15th Sept. 2019; 1700 Hrs 29th Sept. 2019; 1700 Hrs
3. |PreBidMeetng | @ e | e

4. |Bid Submission Start and 28 June 2019; 1800 Hrs 17th Sept. 2019; 1800 Hrs
End Date upto upto

16th Sept. 2019; 1030 Hrs 30th Sept. 2019; 1030 Hrs
16th Sept. 2019; 1030 Hrs 30th Sept. 2019; 1030 Hrs

fferen sarevren femien - fei%—-30/09/2019 THTS 11.00 1. (I HeAH)

RIUTE RO 7 3 ffer yola: e sivm: WeR st ATSR SRUATn SRR AL A Ta:ws WgA daen o, e wemwh fsh
https://mahatenders.gov.in I HhaeUBR -l gora T Heledl TRETEAR g6 Uleet. afaer fifder a ffremah sm migdh e

HehaIPSTE 3UeTsd 3. (1).www.pemcindia.gov.in (2) https://mahatenders.gov.in
Hawh 3 fAfarer voredt aratraTad T dites st fmion seara NIC Sieiehsiel $-Wet support-eproc@nic.in AT Help Desk Number 0120

Applications of suitable candidates, who are willing and also
fulfill the eligibility criteria for the post may be sent (in duplicate)

5. | Physical ~Submission of
EMD and Cost of Tender

in the prescribed format to the Shri Amitabh Dwivedi, Deputy Document 4200462,0120—4001002,0120—4001005,0120—6277787?1T§Tia=ﬁa'{ﬁﬂ%m.
Secretary, Department of Commerce, Room No. 224, Udyog 6. |Date of Technical Bid| 16thSept.2019; 1100 Hrs |  30th Sept. 2019; 1100 Hrs
Bhawan, New Delhi-110011 within one month from the date of opening,  Evaluation - of wd/ -

R ) . X Technical Bid followed by
publication of the advertisement in Employment News. Opening of Financial Bid sifafes IR (1)
Incomplete applications or those received after the prescribed Director, ST .63 T -Rerae wEmRaTeTeT,
date are liable to be rejected. Tourism & Civil Aviation, 1. . @/ 3a/218/2019 fiadt, qur--411018

Block No.28 SDA Complex, fete £ 11/09/2019 ’

davp 05101/11/0007/1920

0354 Kasumpti, Shimla-9
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